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“ wnat  will  it  profit  a child  if  it  gain  a world  of  knowledge  and  lose  its  health." 

— Chicago  School  of  Saniturg  Instruction. 


THE  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFElCEirS  EEPORT  FOR  YEAR 
ENDED  31st  DECEMBEI!,  1017. 


March,  1918. 


To  the  Chairnian  and  Mcnibcrs  of  the 

Education  Authority . 


L.AniES  AM)  Gentlemen, 

1 have  the  honour  to  present  lierewith  the  Tenth  Annual  Report  on 
the  InsiTCction  of  School  Children. 

Dr.  Taj'lor,  the  Medical  Inspector  of  Scholars,  is  still  in  the  Army, 
and  the  moie  important  parts  of  his  work  in  Bootle  were  peidoi'med  h}’ 
Dr.  Kiite  Cowe  and  myself. 

As  a consequence  of  the  Schools  being  used  during  a week  in 
F^ehruary  tor  registration  in  connection  with  the  food  rationing  scheme, 
Dr.  Cowe  has  been  able  to  draft  a considerable  part  of  this  report.  The 
figures  have  been  accurately'  worked  by  Miss  Wilson. 

It  will  bo  seen  in  the  following  pages  that  the  work  accomplished 
in  efforts  to  ameliorate  the  physical  conditions  of  Bootle  school  children 
continues  to  grow.  The  war  has  caused  everyone  to  realise  that  the 
strength  of  a nation  depends  on  the  mimhei-  and  heallh  of  its  inhabitants. 
You  are  resjionsible  for  discovering  from  whal  physical  deh'cts  children 
attending  the  Public  Elementary  Schools  of  the  Borough  are  suffering, 
for  r('(|uiring  such  defects  to  bo  treated,  either  by  private  agencies  or  by 
your  own  officers,  and  for  devising  methods  to  prevent  similar  defects 
occurring  in  children  now  ])hysically  fit.  This  record  of  what  has  been 
done  to  fulfil  your  responsibility,  with  suggestions  for  future  advances, 
has  been  prepared  for  your  consideration. 

Taking  into  account  the  difficulties  due  to  the  War,  the  work 
accomplished  may,  I think,  be  regiirded  as  satisfactoi-y. 
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I wish  to  tnl<c‘  tliis  o|)poi'tunity  to  thank  yon  for  the  attention  and 
consideration  you  have  always  given  to  my  suggestions. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  ohedient  Servant, 


School  Medical  Officer. 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  BOOTLE. 


Xiinibcr  uj  Srhuulf<  and  Chddroi — 


Xmiiljer. 

.ecoouimodatioii.  MfiUi  Xo. 

on  Hulls. 

Aruiagu 

Attuiidaiice. 

Council  Schools  

. 7 ... 

7,728  . 

..  7,248 

...  6,337 

Chui'ch  of  Bngland  School 

s 3 

2,407  . 

..  2,446 

...  2,003 

Boman  Catholic  Schools 

3 

2,776  . 

..  3,238 

...  2,700 

13 

12,911 

12,932 

11,040 

The  average  attendance  of 

children 

under  Hve  years  of 

age  in  the 

JJenoiiiiualional  Schools  for  the  year  ended  3ist  January,  1917,  was  120. 
No  cliild  under  four  years  of  age  is  now  admitted  to  an}’  School,  and 
no  child  under  live  years  of  age  is,  as  a rule,  admitted  to  Council  Schools. 

CW. — I am  indebted  to  the  Borough  Treasurer  for  the  following  : — 

The  rateable  value  of  the  Borough  in  1916-17  was  £482,750. 

The  gi’oss  cost  of  iMedical  Inspection  for  the  twcdve  months  ended 
March  31st,  1917,  was  £1,214  2s.  5d.  ; the  Government  grant  was 
£457  2s.  3d.,  hence  the  net  cost  was  £757  Os.  2d. 

The  cost  under  this  head  per  child  on  the  school  rolls  was  2s.  1.75d. 
gross  and  Is.  4.05d.  net,  and  the  cost  as  a decimal  i)art  of  a penny  rate 
was  .621d.  gross  and  .387d.  net. 

It  is  anticipated  that  a grant  of  £607  Is.  2d.  will  be  received  in 
respect  of  the  above-mentioned  e.xpenditure  of  £1,214  2s.  5d. 

(.rrunpn  of  (Jhildrcn  Examined  at  Routine  Insi)ectio)is. — All  the 
leavers  and  entrants  have  l)een  e.xamined,  including  some  of  the  entrants 
in  one  school  left  over  from  1916. 
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]](>Al;i)  OF  FOlICATIoX.— TABLE  1. 

XuMI!i:i!  UF  ClllLDIIKX  InsPKCTI;!),  1st  JaXUAT.V,  1!-)17,  Tf) 
31st  Becembei!,  1017. 


A. — “ Code."  B. — Groups  other  tlian 

‘‘  Code.” 


Age 

lOiitiaiits 

Leavers 

Grand 

Total 

Special 

Cases 

Re-exani- 

inations 

3 

4 

5 

6 

other 

Ages 

Total 

12 

13 

14 

Total 

Boys  . . 

— 

-- 

628 

167 

48 

843 

510 

111 

8 

632 

1475 

Boys 

020 

2328 

Girls  ... 

— 

— 

597 

181 

40 

827 

540 

107 

2 

058 

1485 

Girls 

Too 

2397 

Totals ... 

--- 

— 

1225 

351 

94 

1070 

1059 

221 

10 

1290 

2960 

'totals 

1375 

4725 

In  1017  no  children  in  an  intermediate  age  groujj  were  examined ; 
leavers  formed  11.7  per  cent,  and  entrants  15.1  per  cent,  of  the  average 
attendance  ; the  total  number  inspected  at  routine  examinations  was 
26.8  per  cent,  of  the  average  attendance,  compared  with  28.4  per  cent,  in 
in  1916  and  26.5  per  cent,  in  1915. 

During  the  year  ended  30th  September,  1917,  there  were  733 
exemptions  from  school,  compared  with  661,  570,  283,  and  228  in  the 
preceding  four  years. 

Children  under  Five  Years. — In  schools  other  than  the  Council, 
children  are  admitted  before  reaching  the  age  of  live  years,  and  in  these 
cases,  a superficial  exa.mination  or  “ march  past  ” was  carried  out. 

On  attaining  the  age  of  live  years,  those  children  will  be  again 
examined  as  routine  cases.  In  the  meantime  the  defects  are  being 
treated. 

8j)ccl(d  ExcDiiinations. — 'J'he  number  of  children  who  were  presented 
ifor  special  examination  was  1,375,  compared  with  1,209  in  1916  and 
1,200  in  1915.  One  hundred  and  twenty-four  were  presented  by  the 
teachers  at  school  during  the  course  of  the  routine  inspections  or  re- 
ins])ections,  and  1,251  were  seen  at  the  School  Medical  Offices,  the  head- 
(piarlis’s  since  .August,  1916,  of  the  Aledical  Inspector  and  the  nursing 
and  clerical  staff.  .All  the  School  Clinics,  including  the  tonsil  and 
adenoid  clinic,  are  held  there'.  The  parents  a])pear  to  find  the  School 
IMedical  Offices  convenient,  as  all  clinics  have  increased  in  popularity 
since  tile  change  was  made. 


I 


H o//,'  (if  — 'riie  i’ulkiwiiif^  iablu  shows  tlio  total  iiuiiibur 

ol  I'xaiiiiiiations  sinca-  llie  inauguration  of  tha  work:  — 


Kuutliiu 


Special 


Vfiii. 

Inspect  itms. 

Kxaniinutiuns. 

Ut-L'XaiJiniatioiiS. 

'I'utllls. 

1908  . . 

1,-565 



. 

1,565 

1909  ...  . 

2 .550 

408  . . 

. 2,9.58 

l'.)l()  

. . 2 049  . . . 

. 2,049 

1611 

2,920  ... 

515 

...  1,119  

4,554 

19T2  

..  3,966  ... 

648  . . . 

...  3,170  

. 7,784 

1913  

..  3,488  ... 

762  . . . 

...  3,490  

. 7,740 

1611  

..  3,3-19  ... 

...  1,073  ... 

...  2,871  

. 7,263 

1615  

..  2,655  ... 

...  1,200  ... 

...  2,754  

. 6,909 

1616 

..  3,217  ... 

...  1,209  ... 

...  3,517  

. 7,9-13 

1617  

..  2,960  ... 

...  1,37.5  ... 

...  4,72.5  

. 9,060 

Totals  . 

..  29,019  ... 

...  7,190  .. 

....  21,646  

. 57,855 

The  Inaijection  Clinic  is  now  held  at  the  School  Medical  Offices 
iroiu  3.3U  p.iu.  until  b p.ui.  each  Thursday,  and  from  10  a. in.  until  noon 
each  Saturday.  The  number  of  new  cases  seen  in  1917  was  1,251,  com- 
pared with  1,075  in  1916,  1,109  in  1915,  900  in  1914,  and  546  in  1913. 


'The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  referred  for 
examination  at  the  Inspection  Clinic  by: — ' 


School  Attendance  Officers 
Teachers 
School  Nurses 
Pai’ents  and  others 


192  or  15.3  % 
447  or  35.7  % 
364  or  29  % 

248  or  19.8  % 


W url;  dune  at  Treatment  Clinics — 

Attendunces.  Cases. 

Minor  Ailments  Clinic  ...  ...  6,686  448 

Throat  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  292  113 

Ophthalmic  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  2,033  654 

Dental  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  550  336 


9. .561  1,551 

In  additicai  7 children  suffering  from  ringworm  of  the  scalp  were 
referred  for  treatment  at  the  Borough  Hospjital. 

Uc-examinations. — 4,725  re-examinations  were  made,  compared 
with  3,517  in  1916  ; 3.793  were  performed  at  the  schools  and  932  at  the 
School  Medical  Offices. 
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Ollier  l'j.rii  iiiiiniliuus. — Niue  l)iu’sai's  and  48  scliolarsliip  uaudidates 
WL'i'e  L'xamiiiL'd. 

AlteiiiJaiice  nj  I’circnU. — 'J'lio  iiiiiiiIr*)-  of  pareiils  who  attended  the 
inspections  has  fiirthev  deci'eased  from  53.4  per  cent,  in  1910  to  49.8  per 
cent.  : this  is  probably  owing  to  the  greater  niiinljer  who  now  work  out- 
side theii'  own  lionies. 

Slim  mu  nj  of  Dcjceiti. — .V  general  sunnnary  may  now  be  given  of  tlie 
results  of  Ihe  e.xaminations  : — 


JlO.Vlir)  OF  EDUCATION.— TABLE  II 


Diofkct  or  Diseask. 


Skin 


Eye 

Ear 

Nose 

and 

Throat 


Heart 

and 

Circulation 


Number  examined 
Mal-nutritioii 
Uncleaiiliness  : — 

Head 

Body 

I Ringworm  : — • 

1 Head  

J Body 
Scabies 
I Impetigo 

'Other  Skill  Diseases 
I Defective  Vision  and  Scpiint 
1 External  Eye  Disease  ... 

I Defective  Hearing 
1 Ear  Disease 
( Enlarged  Tonsils 
'Adenoids 

(Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids 
Defective  Speech 
I Heart  Disease  : — 

Organic  ... 

Functional 
Amemia 


r 


I Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  : — 
j Definite  ... 

Lungs  Suspected... 

Chronic  Bronchitis 
' Other  Disease  ... 

n«7«“  IciSC  ;;;  ::: 

System  1 Other  Disease... 

I'Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  : — 
I (ilaiids 

I Bones  and  Joints  ... 

[other  Forms  ... 

Rickets 
Deformities 

Other  Defects  or  Diseases 


Code  CxroupB. 

Specia'.s. 

No. 

referred 

for 

' treatment. 

No.  requiring 
to  be 

kept  under 
observation 
but  not  referred 
for  treatment. 

No. 

referred 

for 

treat  meut. 

No.  requiring 
to  be 

kept  under 
observation 
but  not  referred 
for  treatment 

i 2960 

1375 

1 30 

142 

1 

1 111 

•2 

28 



1 7 

2 

1 

— 

3 



41 



1 1 

— 

30 

— 

1 

— 

70 

— 

, 133 

210 

— 

1 o3 

183 

— 

! -KI2 

12 

00 

1 

ITS 

1 

104 

— 

1 40 

0 

28 

— 

. 01 

3 

51 

— 

134 

237 

37 

4 

j 20 

03 

o() 

11 

1 43 

37 

1!) 

8 

8 

28 

1 

•>7 

o 

o 

0 

— 

(> 

— 

218 

3 

35 

— 

IS 
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30 

1 

15 

4 

71 

— 

46 

1 

. o.’d) 

104 

22 

1 

5 

— 

H 

1 

1 

.>3 

1 

i;5 

7 

— 

27 

1 

1 1 

2 

.) 

3 

— 

»_) 

— 

— 

— 

n 

— 

0 

— 

32 

12 

25 

D 

IG'.I 

7!)5 

142 

1 

L iiiliT  " ot'n'i  I ii'li'cl.-s  ur  I ii.M  iisi's  ” ( Cuiliv  U ruiiiis ) arc  ineUiUftl  tltti  cluliimi  with  oiilargcd  glaii'ls 

wliu  WI'IC  ] i [i-i  ivil  tui  I real  lanil,  auil  ailh  who  shoalil  hr  ki  jil  llialrr  olifrrvalioii,  also  oar  lilimlinl  aii'l 


Sixlv-livr  iiiimlh  lufalliuis  wiio  wrrr  ifirrrril  [or  trralmriit  and  hSli  lor  aliso.rvatioii. 
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'I’lie  number  with  any  pliysieul  defect  reaclics  the  large  percentage 
of  8d.d.  'I'liis  (igure  is  based  on  the  method  of  classifying  defects  set  out 
in  prexious  reports,  and  is  stiictly  comparable  with  them,  viz.  : 87.0  in 
IDK),  81. ‘2  in  Ibid,  and  Gb.d  in  Ibl  l.  'i’lie  percentages  suffering  fi’om 
individual  defi'cts  arc  worked  out  fi'om  'ruble  11.  in  its  pi'i  sent  abbre- 
viated form,  and  in  most  instances  ai'c  smaller  than  those  calculated  in 
accoidance  with  the  classilications  used  in  previous  years.  'I’he  more 
important  percentages  of  physical  defects  discovered  this  year  are  : 
■Mahmlrition  d.8  pt'r  i-ent.  ; defective  visiiai  and  sipiinl 

Id.b;  {vKternal  eye  disease  b.d;  enhuged  tonsils  ld.2; 

adenoids  d.b;  organic  heart  disease  l.Od;  antemia  T.d; 
and  lung  disease  15.2  per  cent.  The  percentage  where 
there  was  no  adverse  mark  on  the  inspection  schedule,  either  for  jihysical 
defect  or  uncleanliness,  or  for  insufficiency  of  clothing  or  footvveai-,  was 
11.2,  compared  with  9.5  in  lOlG.  The  percentage  placed  upon  the  fol- 
lowing-up register  indfeates  the.  number  of  children  for  whom  treatment 
in  some  form  should  be  obtained,  or  who  should  be  kept  under  obser- 
x'ation.  'I'lie  names  of  G2.7  per  cent,  of  the  infants,  78.1  per  cent,  of  the 
senior  boys,  and  74.4  per  cent,  of  the  senior  girls  were  placed  upon  the 
register,  the  total'  percentage  being  G8.6,  compared  with  G4.0  in  lOlG. 

Amongst  those  referred  for  special  examination  were  84  children  in 
whom  no  physical;  defect,  or  a trivial  one  only,  could  be  found.  'I’liis 
number  is  accounted  for  by  the  large  number  of  children  who  were  sent 
by  the  School  Attendance  Officers. 

\'iiccii}uti()ii  had  not  been  performed  in  210  entrants,  or  12.5  per 
cent.,  and  in  58  leavers,  or  4.4  per  cent.  The  alarming  and  increasing 
tendency  diu’ing  recent  years  to  neglect  this  means  of  securing  protection 
from  small-pox  is  shown  by  these  ligures.  Education  on  this  subject  is 
evidently  necessary,  the  ignorance  exhibited  with  regard  to  the  object  of 
vaccination  being  deplorable  in  numerous  instances. 

Exclusion  of  Sick  Children. — 3,020  children  were  excluded  from 
school  during  the  year  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Article  53  (b) 
of  the  Code  ; 89  out  cd'  93  children  who  had  been  excluded  before  the  end 
of  191G  letiirned  to  school  in  1917,  and  their  total  absence  is  included 
in  the  table.  The  absences  of  2G8  children  excluded  during  1917  who 
were  not  fit  to  return  at  the  beginning  of  1918  are  not  included.  The 
total  number  of  school  days  lost  l)y  the  excluded  children 
who  letiirned  to  school  duilng  some  part  of  1917  was  43,983,  an  aveiage 
of  15.48  for  each  childy  It  should  be  noted  that  although  contacts  of 
measles  cases  who  attend  Senioi'  or  Junior  Departments,  and  who  have 
had  the  disease,  are  not  excluded,  the  total  number  of  s(dionl  days  lost 
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because  of  measles  was  11,()7U,  which  represents  a loss  of  over  £100  in 
attendance  grant.  An  increasing  cause  of  absence  is  scabies  (the  itch), 
which  necessitated  an  absence  of  1,445  days,  nininps  caused  an  absence 
of  7,074  days,  whooping  cough  5,470,  scarlet  fever  3,704,  ringworm 
3,173,  tuberculosis  1,080,  and  impetigo  1,000.  Children  who  are  likely 
to  he  absent  for  more  than  four  weeks  are  now  placed  upon  a special 
reserve  register.  ” The  number  of  children  on  this  register  at  the  end 


1017  was  200. 

Total  No.  of 

Average  N 

No. 

School  Days 

Days 

Uisease. 

Excluded 

Excluded. 

Excluded 

Scarlatina — Patients 

...  62 

...  2,537  ... 

40.02 

,,  Contacts  ... 

...  117 

...  1,257  ... 

10.74 

Diphtheria — Patients  . . . 

...  26 

804  ... 

34.38 

,,  Contacts 

...  62 

024  ... 

11.22 

Enteric  fever — 'Patients 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Contacts 

2 

10  ... 

0.50 

IMeasles — Patients 

. . . 405 

...  7,780  ... 

15.73 

,,  Contacts 

...  218 

...  3,281  ... 

15.05 

Whooping  cough — l^atients 

. . . 203 

. . . 4,275  . . . 

21.05 

, , Contacts 

...  06 

...  1,201  ... 

12.51 

Chicken-pox — Patients 

. . . 240 

...  2,758  ... 

11.08 

,,  Contacts 

...  24 

202  ... 

8.42 

Mumps — Patients 

4- 

...  7,074  ... 

15.54 

11  ingworm — Head 

...  50 

...  3.005  ... 

50.03 

,,  Body 

27 

168  ... 

6.22 

Phthisis 

18 

065  ... 

53.61 

Anaemia 

18 

654 

36.33 

Ceneral  debility  (including 

sus- 

pected  Tuberculosis 

15 

401  ... 

32.73 

('onjunctivitis 

...  37 

270  ... 

7.54 

Bronchitis 

40 

540  ... 

13., 50 

Scabies 

82 

...  1,445  ... 

17.62 

Eczema 

17 

243  ... 

14.20 

Impetigo 

...  172 

...  1,000  ... 

5.81 

Chorea 

13 

430  ... 

33.07 

Blepharitis 

...  13 

108  ... 

8.31 

Tonsillitis 

...  32 

231  ... 

7.22 

Septic  sores  ... 

...  38 

242  ... 

6.37 

Non-pulmonary  tuberculosis 

7 

124  ... 

17.71 

ether  diseases 

. . . 224 

...  1,847  ... 

8.24 

Totals 

. . . 2,841 

43,083 

15.48 

In  this  fable,  days  when  fJie  Schools  were 

'dosed  are  not  counted. 
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Mal-Xiitrition. — The  uutiition  of  10  per  cent,  of  the  children  was 
recorded  as  excellent,  83.4  per  cent,  were  regarded  as  normal,  and  0.5  per 
cent,  as  ill-noui’ished  ; 172,  or  5.8  pei-  cent.,  were  referred  for  treatment 
oi-  observation.  This  shows  a marked  improvement  on  the  figures  for 
last  year  in  spite  of  the  food  difticidties  undei'  wliich  the  community  is 
laliouring.  This  is  probably  due  to  the  increased  wages  enabling  a much 
larger  sum  to  be  available  for  the  purchase  of  food.  It  has  become  appa- 
rent as  a I'esult  of  the  inspections,  that  some  childien  are  unsuitably  fed 
through  thei)'  mothers  being  out  at  work  all  da^’.  A large  number  of 
children  have  a light  lunch  between  the  school  sessions,  receiving  their 
pi'incipal  meal  at  night.  In  some  cases  children  remained  at  school  all 
day,  taking  sandwiches  with  them  for  their  mid-day  meal.  Only  a small 
number  of  the  children  reported  as  ill-nourished  required  free  break- 
fasts at  school,  as  it  was  found  that  many  of  these  children  came  from 
good  homes  where  the  income  cannot  be  small.  In  some  cases  of  mal- 
nutrition the  lack  of  common  sense  exhibited  by  the  parents  is  very 
marked  : they  have  " moll3'-coddled  ” their  children  to  such  an  extent 
that  they  have  no  appetite  for  ordinary  food,  and  are  in  consequence  ill- 
nourished  and  liable  to  be  attacked  bx-  any  infectious  sickness  to  which 
thex'  ai'e  exposed  ; this  increases  the  mal-nutrition,  and  so  the  vicious 
circle  goes  on.  It  is  specially  difficult  to  have  porridge  included  in  the 
dietarx’,  as  it  is  alleged  that  the  children  cannot  take  it.  A standard 
dietary  in  an  institution  or  in  an  environment  other  than  home  xx'ould 
work  wonders  in  most  of  these  cases. 

Although  no  statistics  have  been  xvorked  out,  it  is  evident  that 
among  the  leavers  the  nutrition  of  the  girls  reaches  a higher  standard 
than  that  of  the  bo,ys.  It  is  probable  that  this  is  due  to  the  emplojunent 
of  boys  out  of  school  hours  as  newsboys,  errand  boys,  See.  The  strain  of 
the  school  da.y  is  (piite  sufficient  without  the  additional  morning,  mid- 
day, evening,  and  Satiu'day  work  undertaken  in  so  manj'  cases. 
Smoking  amongst  bn3’s  has  been  found  to  be  a factor  in  their  state  of 
mal-nutrition.  This  bad  habit  is  unfortunateh'  increasing,  and  is 
another  evidence  of  lack  of  parental  control. 

ClranVuicsfi  and  Condiilonft  of  the  Slein. — One  cbild 
only  was  reported  for  cleansing  under  Section  122  of 
the  Children  Act.  He  had  previously  been  dealt  with  in 
1016,  and  on  this  occasion  he  was  examined  at  the  School  Medical  Offices 
and  was  then  found  to  be  clean.  A fli’st  notice  from  a teacher  was 
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occasionally  received,  but  on  examining  the  cliild  it  was  found  that  the 
head  only  was  verminous,  the  body  and  clothes  being  clean.  Unfortu- 
nately, verminous  heads  cannot  l>e  dealt  with  under  the  Act.  This 
section  of  the  Act  is  becoming  a dead  letter  owing  to  the  cumbrous  pro- 
cedure involved  ; otherwise  it  is  certain  that  a huger  number  of  notices 
wordd  be  received  from  schools  which  are  known  to  contain  a large 
nundier  of  dirty  children.  An  analysis  of  the  records  of  the  routine 
inspections  shows  that  undci’  the  heading  "cleanliness  ” or  otherwise  of 
the  body,  00.2  pt-r  cent,  of  the  children  were  recorded  as  ‘‘  clean  ” and 
2.6  per  cent,  were  " diidy  ” ; pediculi  were  pi'esent  in  22"),  or  7.6  per 
cent.  On  examining  the  heads,  nits  were  seen  on  o infant  boys,  or 
O.o  pel'  cent,  of  those  examined,  and  on  131  infant  girls,  or  16.8  per 
cent.  ; of  the  leavers,  2.5  per  cent,  of  the  boys  had  nits  in  their  hair, 
and  27.8  per  cent,  of  the  girls.  Tn  1014,  liefore  the  routine  inspection  of 
of  heads  by  the  School  Nurses  was  commenced,  35.5  per  cent,  of  infant 
girls  and  60.0  per  cent,  of  “ leaving  ''  girls  had  nits  in  their  hair. 

The  girls  in  every  dejiartment  were  examined  at  intervals  by  tbe 
School  Nurses.  The  standard  continues  to  be  high.  Of  6,004  children 
examined  during  the  latter  half  of  the  year,  1.037,  or  17  per  cent.,  were, 
at  the  first  examination  of  the  series,  found  to  have  nuDicroiiH  nits  in 
their  hair.  Last  year  the  percentage  was  18,  and  in  1015  it  was  20.  On 
the  fourth  examination  of  the  series  485,  or  8 per  cent,  of  the  total, 
still  remained  dirty  ; last  year  334  remained  dirty  on:  of  5,486  examined. 
There  are  appai'ently  throe  to  four  hundred  girls  who  persistently 
attend  school  with  their  heads  in  a verminous  condition.  Persuasion 
and  threats  have  proved  useless  in  these  cases.  It  is  for  consideration 
whether  these  children  should  not  be  excluded  from  school  on  the  ground 
that  they  are  not  fit  to  associate  with  clean  children,  and  their  parents 
prosecuted  for  not  sending  them  to  school  in  a condition  in  which  they 
can  be  accepted.  It  may  be  necessary  tn  provide  public  facilities  for 
the  voluntary  or  comjudsory  cleansing  of  large  numbei's  of  these  chil- 
di'en,  fo)'  while  some  mothers  are  careless  and  negligent,  there  are  others 
— -some  widows,  sonu'  soldiers’  wi\es — who  are  out  at  work  all  day,  and 
who  cannot  devote  the  time  recjuired  to  free  a girl’s  hair  from  nits.  Some 
of  the  worst  cases  are  children  of  widowers,  and  are  undei'  the  care  of  ai\ 
elder  sister,  sometimes  only  15  or  16  yeai's  of  age.  Considei'ing  the  lack 
of  facilities  for  cleanliness  in  many  houses,  c.ij.,  a sub-let  house,  where 
the  sub-tenant  has  to  go  through  another  pei'son’s  I'ooma  for  water  and 
then  heat  it  on  a bed-room  firejdace,  the  position,  while  it  is  to  be  de- 
plored, cannot  be  wondered  at. 


'I’wu  point s ai’L^  woi’tliy  ul  lujli'  in  this  coniU'elion,  and  class  Icachcrs 
nii^lit  give  the  inaltei's  tlieii'  attention.  Firstly,  among  many  cliildicn, 
and,  imlec'd,  thronghoiit  some  seliools,  the  use  oi  a pocket  liandkeicliicd’ 
si'cins  to  he  mdmown.  Tlie  resulting  lU’giected  condition  must  he 
intensely  disagreeahle  to  teacdiers,  and  certainly  it  is  so  to  doctoi's  and 
nni'ses  called  upon  to  examine  the  ehildi'eii.  In  one  school,  handkerchiei 
drill  is  Loideiilly  [lai  tj  of  the  routine  : it  is  an  example  w Inch  nnght  well 
be  imitated. 

Secondly,  in  very  few  schools,  if  in  any,  is  toilet  paper  supplied  in 
the  latrines.  The  excuse  given  is  that,  if  jn'ovided,  •'  it  would  not  remain 
there  a day."  Nevertheless,  if  education  in  its  full  meaning  is  to  be  pro- 
vider! in  our  schools,  these  points  should  receive  attention  in  spite  of 
obvious  difficulties. 

Foot iccar. — 87.7  per  cent,  of  the  children  inspected  at  the  routine 
examinations  wore  satisfactory  footwear,  including  3.8  per  cent,  who 
were  wearing-  clogs.  The  footwear  of  10.6  per  cent,  was  in  need  of 
I'epair  and  1.8  per  cent,  of  the  children  were  barefooted.  During  the 
year  the  School  Canteen  Conunitee  distributed  1,136  pairs  of  clogs, 
mainly  through  Clog  Clubs,  which  have  been  formed  at  many  of  the 
Schools.  By  means  of  the  clubs  children  are  enabled  to  purchase  clogs 
at  an  average  co.h  of  3s.  Od.  per  pair,  which  is  somewhat  below  cost 
price.  The  children  readily  subscribe  for  the  clogs,  every  facility  being- 
given  to  receive  odd  pence  brought  at  any  time. 

Clvthiiuj. — At  the  routine  inspections  99.4  per  cent,  of  the  children 
wei'e  adequately  clad.  In  only  16  cases  was  the  chhliing  reported  to  he 
unsatisfactory.  4'his  is  an  indication  of  the  “ war-time  ” prosperity 
in  material  things  of  the  greater  number  of  the  people  in  the  town.  In 
several  schools  attention  has  been  called  to  the  increasing  prevalence  of 
socks,  es])ecia]ly  among  the  senior  girls.  Many  are  scarce!}'  decent,  and 
the  matter  is  woi'thy  of  note,  as  it  is  (juite  pi'ohable  that  unnecessary 
sufl’ering  may  result.  Even  some  of  the  infants  are  remarkable  for  the 
lack  of  clothing  afforded  to  their  lower  extremities.  The  teachers  are 
doing  their  utmost  to  remedy  this  evil,  but  it  is  difficult  to  induce  the 
parents  to  sacrifice  what  they  regard  as  “ smartness.”  On  the  other  hand, 
the  bodies,  as  distinct  from  the  limhs,  of  many  children  are  ovei'clothed. 
-Advice  is  more  readily  acce])ted  on  this  point,  and  tliere  is  some  impi'ove- 
ment  on  former  years. 
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S];in  Diacaiics . — 210  casus  oi  skin  diseases,  excluding  lingwonn  were 
noted  at  the  routine  inspections;  these  include  154  of  iinijetigo,  0 urti- 
caria, Id  schori'hoea,  10  septic  sores  and  1 scahies  : also  70  children  sutler- 
ing  from  scahies  wei’e  seen  as  special  cases.  There  has  been  a marked  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  childi'en  suffering  from  scabies,  which  is 
obviously  being  carried  home  by  ;joldiers  on  leave.  In  the  majority  of 
cases  treatment  has  to  be  carried  out  at  home,  but  a few  very  marked 
cases  have  been  admitted  to  the  Walton  Infirmary  : a leaflet  has  been 
written  giving  full  instructions  for  treatment,  but  nevertheless  the  cases 
are  very  long  and  unsatisfactory.  Cleansing  stations  or  arrangements  for 
hospital  treatment  would  be  of  great  advantage.  As  already  mentioned, 
scabies  caused  the  loss  of  1,445  school  days. 

Uinyivui'/ii . — Three  cases  of  ringworm  of  the  scalp  and  1 of  the 
body  were  seen  at  the  routine  inspections;  and  77,  namely,  36  of  the 
body  and  41  of  the  scalp,  at  special  examinations.  The  disease  was  more 
prevalent  than  in  1916.  Seventeen  scalp  cases  and  1 of  the  body  were 
still  excluded  from  school  at  the  end  of  the  year,  exactly  the  same  num- 
bers being  left  over  from  1916. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  during  the  year  for  the  Committee 
of  the  Bootle  Borough  Hospital  to  provide  X-ray  treatment  for  the  more 
extensive  and  obstinate  cases  of  ringworm  of  the  scalp.  Seven  cases 
have  been  refei'red  to  the  Medical  Cfficer  in  charge  of  the  X-ray  Depart- 
ment since  October  4fh,  when  the  arrangements  were  completed.  Not 
one  of  the  children  is,  however,  yet  fitj  for  school. 

The  method  of  ointment  or  drug  treatment  found 
to  he  the  most  satisfactory  at  the  klinor  Ailments  Clinic 
is  the  daily  rubbing  in  of  ointment  containing  5U  per  cent,  of  common  salt. 
This  causes  considerable  inflammation  on  the  scalp,  and  when  the  scab 
which  forms  has  fallen  off,  the  patch  underneath  is  generally  quite  free 
from  diseased  hairs.  The  absence  from  school  is  still  often  six  months, 
and  in  some  cases  o\er  a yeai’.  It  is  for  consitleration  whether  it  would 
not  he  advisable  to  airango  for  these  children  to  attend  school  while 
undergoing  treatment.  .\  linen  cap  would  have  to  he  worn,  hifty-sexeii 
cases  of  scalp  ringworm  wei'e  ti'i'ated  at  the  Minor  .\ilments  Clinic  during 
the  ycai’,  41  being  cui'ed. 
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I'j.rl c nntl  I'liic  lh>iC(tsi'. — 'I'lie  niiinl)C'i'  ol  (U'Il'cIs  in  cliilili'L’ii  louiid  to 
!)(.'  suffri’iii^f  Iroiii  L’xtei'iuil  c'ye  diseases  at  the  routine  exainiiuitioiis  was 
1H3  : tlu'i'e  were  104  aiiion^'  the  special  cases.  The  routine  eases  included 
144  ot  blepharitis,  10  of  conjunctivitis,  and  ‘2  of  corneal  opacities.  Forty- 
one  eases  of  con)uucti\ itis,  44  of  blepharitis,  aiul  1 case  of  trachoma  were 
amone  the  special  cases. 

'I’he  number  of  children  seen  at  the  0])hthalmie  Clinic  in  the  course 
ot  the  year  was  God  (includiu”  171  under  treatment  ati  the  end  of  1010). 
Cl  the  488  new  cases,  "ioO  were  referred  there  from  the  routine  inspec- 
tions. The  total  number  of  visits  to  the  Clinic  was  2,033. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  of  eye  disease  amongst 
the  6o4  children  who  attended. 


UPHTHALAilC  CLINIC. 


Eyd  Disease. 

Discharged  after 

appropriate  treatment. 

Under  treatment, 

Dec.  31st,  191T. 

Blepharitis 

...  20  

6 

Chronic  Conjunctivitis 

6 

....  

Follicular  ,, 

2 

....  1 

Catarrhal  ,, 

...  1 

— 

Phlyctenular  ,, 

...  12  

....  1 

Nebulae 

1 

7 

Marginal  Keratitis 

...  8 

....  5 

Corneal  Ulceration 

...  9 

....  10 

Other  Eye  Diseases 

9 

....  5 

68  35 


Via'Kni. — The  percentage  of  leaving  boys  with  normal  vision  was 
50.3  ; the  percentage  of  girls  58.6,  a somewhat  unusual  result,  as  the 
vision  of  girls  is  generally  worse  than  that  of  boys;  25.1  per  cent,  of 
the  leaving  boys  and  25.2  per  cent,  of  the  leaving  girls  had  defective 
vision  of  such  a degree  that  further  examination  and,  if  necessary,  the 
use  of  suitable  spectacles  were  recommended. 


16 


One  huiulrt'd  and  tdc-VL'i)  oi  Ilia  luutiiia  cases  were  wearing  spee- 
laeles  at  the  time  oi'  examination. 

'I’lu^  following  table  gives  the  nature  of  file  visual  defects  fouiul  in 
the  children  who  attended  the  Ojihthalmie  Clinic  : — 


JJirichargfil  afti-r  Lndcr  troatuiciit, 
appropriate  treatment.  Dec.  iUst,  1917. 


Eye  Disease  (see  (lage  15) 

08  .... 

3i) 

Emmetropia  (Normal  Vision) 

23  .... 

— 

Wearing  suitable  (ilasses... 

fO  .... 

— 

hhmple  flypermetroiiia  (Long  Sight) 

ffO  .... 

27 

Hyiiermetropic  Astigmatism 

84  .... 

10 

Compound  ,,  ,, 

80  .... 

10 

-Mixed  .Vstigmatism 

41  .... 

10 

Myopia  (Short  Sight) 

30  ... 

10 

•Vdvanced  IMyopia 

4 ..  . 

— 

Simple  IMyoiiic  -\stigmatism 

5 

3 

Compound  ,,  ,, 

21  . . . . 

Odd  E3  es 

r- 

i 

1 

Under  Observation 

lvetinoscoj)\-  not  taken  and  uncGm])leted 

. . . . 

4 

cases 

— 

18 

Totals 

480  .... 

130 

l)ui'iMg  the  year  2(i  children  suffering  from  erroi-s  of  reJraetinn  dis- 
eontinued  atleiidanee  at  the  C'linie  Indore  treatment  was  cnmjihded  : in 
7 theii'  jiareiits  had  left  the  disti’iet,  0 had  reached  the  age  of  f I yeais 
and  would  not  attend  again,  8 are  attending  elsewhere  after  one  attend- 
ance at  the  Ophthalmic  Clinic  ; one  cdiild  was  drowned  hofore  I'eeidving 
treatment  : the  parents  of  six  (diildreii  who  made. one  atti'iidanee  at  the 
Clinie  I'idused  to  hring  them  again  or  to  go  elsewhere  lor  treatment. 
.\uo(la'r  si.\  I'elused  even  to  attend  tin'  t'linie  once.  In  none  of  these  12 
eases  was  the  visual  defect  very  serious,  'i’en  children  (iu>w  eases),  who 
attended  the  Clinic  were  found  to  he  wearing  snitahle  S])eetaeles. 

Hquiul  (111(1  M itxriiliir  Dcicrfti. — 1()4  eases  of  sipiint  were  reported  at 
routine  examinations,  oi'  5.")  pei'  cent,  of  those  inspected.  There  were 
20  amongst  the  special  cases. 
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OiiL'  lnnnlri'il  aiul  litty  cases  of  iiileiaial  aiul  }i\'e  oi  exli'i’iial  s(|uiiit 
Wfie  ti'catecl  al  llie  Oplitlialiiiic  C'liiiic,  and  are  iiieliided  in  the  table  on 
pajie  1(1;  tor  Idd  of  these  glassei'  ha\e  heeii  obtained. 

Scrioiinlii  I )(' I cci i I'c  1 /.s/o/o-  -In  1S.1  ot  tJie  children  who  attended 
(he  (,'linic  the  erroi-  ot  ((dracdion  uas  ovei'  dioptres  (a  very  serious 
ainonnt).  In  l.'td  ot  these  the  appn>priatt-  ^dasses  Inal  been  ohtaineil 
before  the  end  ot  the  yeai'.  In  many  of  these  cases  noi'inal  \ ision  cannot 
he  obtained  e\en  when  spectach'S  are  worn. 

.V  series  ot  leaflets  on  the  eai’e  ot  deti,'cti\e  eyes  and  ot  spectacles 
has  been  |)repai’ed  by  the  (tphthabnic  Surgeon,  and  saves  innch  tedious 
re[)clilion  at  tbe  Cliibae  In  the  cases  of  10  childi'cn  whose  \ ision  is  so 
weak  that  they  are  unable  to  ilo  " lu'ai'  " woi'k  without  damage  to  their 
eyes,  a s|)eciid  leaflet  ot  instruction  has  been  sent  to  the  teacher  as  welt 
as  given  to  the  parent,  but  all  these  children  would  be  better  in  a 
special  class. 

Two  severe  cases  ot  corneal  ulcer  u hich  had  been  attending  tbe 
Clinic  were  eventually  admited  to  \\’alton  iidiianaiy.  A case  of  cica- 
tricial contraction  was  operated  upon  at  the  Liverpool  Eye  and  Ear 
1 iiHrmaiw. 

S in'ctiiclcx. — A spectacle  maker  attends  the  Clinic,  aiul  tbe  children 
ai'e  measured  as  soon  as  the  [uvscription  is  given.  In  cases  where  it  is 
ascertained  that  tlu‘  parents  cannot  :dtord  to  buy  a 

pair,  tbe  Authoi-ity  |>ays  wholly  or  [)artially  tor  them. 

Euring  the  ealendai'  year  lb!)  pairs  ot  new  spectacles 
were  pro\i(h‘d  and  two  pairs  wei’e  leijaii'ed.  The  cost  was  tlS  Jos.  ’id., 
ol  whiidi  7s.  Od.  was  recoxcicd  irom  tlu'  pai'ents.  'I’lie  retluction  in 
the  cost  cf)mpared  with  last  year,  when  1(11  pairs  wei'c*  [)i-o\ided  toi' 
k'i.l  17s.  11(1.,  is  due  to  the  la.rger  pioportion  ot  fSphericfd  lenses 
prosciiberl  this  year. 

TLETII. 

At  the  routine  ins]»ection  17.7  p(U'  cent,  of  the  boys  and  -Id. 7 jier 
cent,  ot  the  gilds  had  tour  or  more  unsound  teeth;  tlu'se  results  being 
evaui  gra\'er  than  those  ot  last  \'eai'.  d’he  Scdaxjl  Eentisl  continues  to 
perform  very  valuable  work',  whi(di  is  increased  by  tbe  tact  that  be  lias 
been  able  since  August  to  devote  a w hole  day,  instead  ot  half  a day,  each 
week  to  week  tor  the  .\u(h(aity.  'I’he  (diildren  in  the  (1-7  age  group, 
I.C.,  those  (diildren  who  reached  or  would  reach  their 
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S(‘\c‘ntli  hii'tliday  during  I'.UT,  wi'i’c.  iiispeetL'd  and  treated, 

wlierr  necessary,  in  the  iollowiug  schools;— St.  W'inel'ride’s, 

St.  dauies’,  Christ  Cluirch,  Orrell,  Balliol  Hoad,  and 

1 l.awthcjme  Road  Council  Scliools.  It  is  hoped  that  during  1018  all 
children  in  the  0-7  group  and  tlujse  who  have  beei;  previously  seen  by 
the  Dentist  will  he  re-inspected  and  treated.  An  endeavour  is  being 
made  to  pi'ovide  that  all  children  now  aged  7 years  will  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  growing  up  with  sound  teeth.  There  are  about  1,000  children 
at  each  age.  This  is  the  mnnber  which  can  he  inspected  and  treated  by 
a dentist  working  two  lialf-daA's  each  week.  As  these  children  grow  up 
they  should  be  re-inspected,  and  it  need  he  re-treated  each  year,  so  that 
in  seven  years  all  childre)i  l)elow  the  age  of  14  years  should  have  fairly 
^ healthy  mouths.  It  is  obvious  that  the  amount  of  time  devoted  to 
I dental  inspection  and  treatment  will  have  to  be  increased  each  year. 

^ An  occasional  special  case,  referred  fiom  the  School  Inspection  Clinic 
has  also  been  treated. 

Uf  the  679  children  inspected,  only  40  or  5.9  per  cent.,  had  a perfect 
set  of  teeth  ; but  in  another  120,  treatment  was  not  considered  neces- 
sary. Over  40  per  cent,  of  the  children  had  more  than  eight  temporary 
teeth  decayed.  The  total  number  of  appointments  made  was  619  (in- 
cluding 25  for  16  children  inspected  in  1916)  and  550  of  these  were  kept. 
The  tables  give  a record  of  the  work  done. 

DENTAL  CLINIC. 

Inspection  work  during  1917.  Children  aged  6-7  years. 

(One  half-day  each  week  until  August,  1917;  after  that  two  half-days 
each  week  were  devoted  to  dental  inspection  or  treatment.) 


Kumber  1 

t'Xaraiiitil. 

Tempovavy  Teeth 

Sound  Siivalilo  Uiisnvablo 

Permaneut  Teeth 

Sound  Savable  Unsavable 

Boys 

H61 

3,551 

1,677 

801 

693 

267 

9 

Girls 

818 

2,798 

1,318 

802 

767 

239 

13 

Totals 

679 

6,349 

2,995 

1,608 

1,460 

606 

22 

19 


Temjjoi'ary 

Teeth. 

l»uy8 

Ci 

l-ls 

'lotal 

Nn. 

I/iTl’clllflgr. 

No. 

i'crcciitagi' 

No. 

IV-rcoiitogt; 

All  sound 

. 28 

6'4 

17 

5-4 

40 

5-9 

1 to  4 decayed 

. 49 

13  0 

63 

19'8 

112 

16  5 

5 to  8 ,, 

. 119 

32-9 

117 

30-7 

23G 

84-8 

More  than  8 decayed  . 

. 170 

47-1 

121 

37-9 

291 

42-9 

rermanent 

Teeth. 

Buys 

Ki 

rl.s 

Total 

No. 

IV'i'Cfiitagr. 

Nu. 

I’crcT'iil  iiyu 

No. 

rcTccJil  iiyu 

No.  permanent  Teeth 

133 

36'9 

83 

26-1 

216 

31-8 

All  sound 

119 

32  9 

119 

37'1 

238 

35'  I 

1 decayed 

34 

9 4 

38 

11-9 

72 

10  6 

a „ 

20 

7-2 

30 

9 4 

56 

8-2 

More  than  2 decayed 

49 

13-0 

48 

15-1 

97 

14'3 

Treatment. 


JiXTH.\CTH  INS.  FILUNIJS. 


Numlior  of 

Chiklix-u 

troated. 

Siinph’. 

Under 

local 

.^uasthetics. 

Totals. 

'I'cmporaiy 

I’ll  niauciit. 

Boys  . . 

. 162  (7) 

591 

4 

595 

178 

- (11) 

Girls  .. 

. 174  (9) 

529 

- (15) 

544  (16) 

161 

- (15) 

Totals  .. 

. 336  (16) 

1,120 

4 (15) 

1,139  (15) 

389 

- (26) 

Tlie  figures  in  brackets  relate  to  children  inspected  in  1910,  but 
treated  in  1917.  .\11  the  teeth  extracted,  except  4,  were  temporal'}'. 

01  the  dlO  children  who  reifuii'ed  dental  treatment,  the 

[lareiits  ol  Id  promised  to  take  the  ehildi'en  lor  treat- 

ment to  a [irivatr  dentist.  'I’liose  of  17  refused  to 
allow  any  treatment,  and  those  of  4H7  acce|)ted  appointments  to 
attend  the  Clinic:  101  of  these  did  not  keep  any  a|)poiiitment  and  10 
discontinued  treatment  before  it  was  comjileteil.  In  “488  the  mouths 
were  made  perfectly  healtliy,  as  were  those  of  1“4  of  the  10  eases  left 
over  fronii  1910:  4 of  thi'  1910  eases  diseoidiuued  treatment  liefore  it 
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\'.;is  roiiipU'ti'd  . 'I'he  tiL'iitiiiL’iil  ol  IIil'  tX'Uiaiiiing  d eases  iiis^jeeted  in 
101  I will  1)(>  e(aiipli't('d  eai'l\  in  lOlB.  'Jdie  nundx'i's  wlio  relused  treat- 
nu'iil  and  w lio  lailed  to  keep  a[)poinlments  are  botli  less  proportionately 
ihan  those  in  101(>. 

d o.w. K)  deieets  were  re])ortc-d  at  routine  examinations,  80  being 

eases  of  nasal  diseliai'ge. 

Adcnoiilii , Moiitli-Brcatlici's,  Enlaiujccl  Toiihiih. — At  the  routine  in- 
.''[leetioiis  d.O  per  eent.  bad  syinjitoins  of  adenoids,  and  in  1.4  per  eent. 
these  wei’e  well  niai'ked  ; 18. d [ler  eent.  were  niontlnbreathers.  Most  of 
the  1..)  |)er  eent.  suffering  from  adenoids  are  also  ineluded  in  the  18. d j)er 
cent  who  are  mouth-breathers.  23.8  per  eent.  had  enlarge<l  tonsils.  In 
lo.2  per  eent.  of  the  total  examined  the  enlargement  was  more  than 
trifling  . 

In  addition  to  the  above,  71  eases  of  enlaiged  tonsils,  27  of  acute 
tonsillitis,  71  of  adenoids,  and  08  moutli-breathers  were  seen  at  the 
special  exiuni)iations. 

liming  the  year  there  have  been  10  o|jerating  days,  and  113  children 
have  had  enlai’ged  tonsils  or  adenoids  renioved  : in  87  eases  both  ade- 
noids and  eidarged  tonsils  were  present,  in  18  adenoids  onl3^  and  in  8 
enlarged  tonsils  only. 

'I’he  Clinic  is  gaining  in  popularity,  and  ])arents  are  beginning  to 
realise  its  value.  Out  of  170  children  examined  prior  to  operation,  the 
parents  lefused  o))eration  ii\  oidy  2 eases,  and  in  a further  d the  children 
failed  to  keej)  the  appointments  made  for  them.  I’ai'ents  are  now 
becoming  anxious  for  treatment  and  are  (juick  to  bear  witness  to  the 
amelioi-ation  prodiieed.  'I’he  benelits  of  the  opei’ation  in  most  eases 
have  been  \'ery  mai’ked,  and  so  far  there  has  i)een  no  untoward  incident 
of  any  kind.  'I’he  ehiklren  are  visited  at  home  after  the 
<.>peration  anil  they  attend  llu--  Inspection  Clinic  in  2 or  3 weeks.  It  was 
unnecessary  to  detain  any  eliild  oAernight.  When  the  remedial  exer- 
cises department  is  available  and  the  (diildi'en  attend  the.  Itreathing 
exercise  class  after  the  operation,  the  beneficial  results  should  be  even 
more  marked. 

Ear  Ditiranoi  and  llcariiuj. — At  tlu-  routine  inspections  8 boys  and 
11  girls  were  found  to  have  a discharge  from  each  ear;  23  boys  and  Id 
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gii'ls  suft'or(‘(l  I'roin  unilalcrial  aar  discliai'gc.  AiiKaigst  the  sja-aial 
cases  were  12  of  discharge  from  eacli  ear  and  d‘.)  of  unilateral  discliaige. 
In  most  of  the  east's,  adenoids  were  ju'esent.  'riiroughont  the  vi'ar,  the 
foi'ced  whisper  test  w;is  used  as  .-i  test  of  ht'iiring.  In  OH.d  pel-  cent,  of 
the  hoys  and  OH.l  per  cent,  of  the  girls  the  hearing  was  normal,  and  ;i 
whisper  could  he  heard  with  each  ear  at  a distance  of  20  feet.  A special 
C'linic  for  ear  cases  was  held  each  Satuiday  morning,  at  H.MO.  Forty- 
four  tdiildi'en  made  ninety-foui-  attendances. 

Mental  Condition. — -Ut  the  1200  leavers  e.xamined  at  joutine 
inspections,  the  n^ental  condition  of  52,  or  4 per  cent.,  w;is  adversely 
reported  upon. 

.Vinongst  the  1,670  entrants,  8,  or  0.4  per  cent.,  were  rei)Oited  to  he 
mentally  dull.  Amongst  the  special  cases  examined  for  the  tiist  time 
as  such  during  1017,  1 was  regarded  as  dull  or  backward,  and  5 required 
further  examination.  Three  of  the  five  were  specially  examined  with  a 
view  to  determining  their  mental  capacity;  1 was  an  idiot  and  2 were 
feeble-minded.  In  the  othe)'  two  cases  the  parents  objected  to  any  fur- 
ther examination.  Institutional  accommodation  has  not  bet'ii  }ii’o\id<'d 
for  an\'. 

Heart  and  Circulation  .—At  the  routine  inspections  32  cases  (or  1.08 
per  cent.)  of  oi'ganic  heart  disease  wei'e  noted,  .■\mongst  the  s])ecial 
(aises  were  4 of  organic  heart  disease. 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-one  cases  of  anaemia,  or  7.5  per  cent., 
were  noted  at  the  routine  examinations.  This  defect  was  foimd  i)i  35 
special  cases. 

7i?on/«. — 356  (or  12.01  per  eenl.)  of  the  children  ins)‘)eeted  ai  routine 
examinations  were  found  to  he  suft'eiing  from  hi'onchial  catai’rh  or 
bronchitis.  Neai’ly  all  these  cases  were  seen  dui'ing  the  i)iclement 
weather  at  the  beginning  of  1017.  There  were  154  cases  of  deficient 
expansion  of  the  hmgs,  associated  in  many  cases  with  rickety  deformi- 
ties. Mention  is  made  of  phthisis  under  the  heading  “ Tuhei'culosis.” 

Nervous  Diseases.- — Sixty  defects  were  discovered  at  routine  insjiec- 
tions,  including  45  noted  as  “ nei'vous  ” or  “ nervous  tendency,"  5 cases 
of  epilepsy,  and  1 of  chorc'a.  There  were  13  cases  of  chorea  among  the 
“ specials.” 
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Tuhcrculosiis,  PiiliHotKuy. — At  the  loutiiie  oxaminations,  13  chil- 
cli’en  wei’c  found  to  be  suft'eiing  from  active  pulmonary  tuberculosis, 
while  31  were  provisionally  classed  as  “ doubtful.” 

Of  the  special  eases,  10  werei  found  to  be  suffering  from  what  was 
regarded  as  active  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  ; there  were  19  cases  of 
doubtful  tuberculosis. 

Oft.'^eniis. — At  the  routine  inspections  7 cases  of  osseous  tuberculosis, 
viz.,  4 of  the  hip-joint,  2 of  the  forearm,  and  1 of  tuberculous  abcess  of 
the  jaw,  were  found.  In  2 of  the  hip  cases  and  1 case  of  the^  forearm 
the  disease  was  quiescent.  Amongst  the  special  cases  were  3 of  osseous 
tuberculosis;  in  1 the  hip-joint  was  involved.  There  was  one  case  each 
of  tuberculous  elbow  and  tuberculous  knee. 

Glandular. — Twenty  cases  of  tubercidosis  of  the  glands  of  the  neck 
and  8 cases  of  tabes  mesenterica  were  found  at  the  I'outine  inspections. 
.\mongst  the  special  cases  were  5 of  tuberculous  glands  of  the  neck  and 
()  of  abdomiiial  tuberculosis. 

In  the',  course  of  the  year  280  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  children  of 
school  age  came  under  observation  at  the  Tubei'culosis  Dispensary. 
This  is  1.6  per  cent,  of  the  children  of  school  age  in  the  town.  One 
hundred  and  eighteen  of  the  cases,  or  0.89  per  cent.,  of  the  school  popula- 
tion, were  of  pulmonary  disease,  and  92,  or  0.71  per  cent.,  of  non-pul- 
monary.  In  each  form  the  prevalence  amongst  girls  was 
greater  than  amongst  boys. 

Twent,y-ffve  of  the  pulmonary  cases  were  treated  in  institutions 
during  some  part  of  the  year.  Eighty-four  received  dispensary  treat- 
ment only  and  9 treatment  from  pilvate  practitioners.  The  non-fatal 
]iulmona,i‘y  cases  comprise  75  of  early  disease,  25  int(U'mediate  nr  clironic, 
and  8 advanced. 

Of  the  non  pulmonary  cases,  13  received  institutional  treatment 
during  the  year,  73  dispensary  only,  and  6 were  Ireated  by  private 
practitioners. 

In  addition  to  the  ahovo-mentioned  definite  and  notified  cases  of 
tuberculosis,  there  are  42  pulmonary  and  22  non-pulmonary  cases  of  sus- 
pected tuberculosis  which  are  under  observation  by  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer. 
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Eighty-tlii'ce  (letinitc  case's  oi  puliiionai'y  disease  and  07  of  non- 
l)uhjionary,  together  witli  3()  of  llie  susj)ected  piilinonarv  and  20  nl  tlie  22 
sns[)ected  non-[)nlnionary  cases,  were  in  attendance  at  an  oidinary 
scliool  in  Iteceinber,  1017. 

Defonint'u-x. — ^'I’liei'e  wi'ie  113  cliildren  suffering  from  deformities 
ilue  to  rickets  : of  other  defoinnties,  7 wei'e  congenital  in  origin,  7 the 
ri'snlt  of  infantile  paralysis,  2 were  tuhei'cnlous,  and  4 due  to  scoliosis. 

OUicr  Dejects  or  Diseases. — At  tlie  routine  inspections,  118  chil- 
dren suffering  from  '•  other  ” detects  were  reported.  Uiuh-r  this  head- 
ing are  included  1 hernia,  3 enuresis,  11  abscesses,  and  6 cases  of  worms. 
At  the  s])ecial  examinations  there  were  142  cases  of  othei'  diseases, 
including  21  of  mumps,  12  chicK'cn-jiox,  10  whooping-cough,  2 measles, 
and  8 rheumatism. 

Deaths. — The  deaths  of  60  children  of  school  age  occurred  during 
the  yeai- : included  are  10  the  result  of  {ihthisis  ; 5 tuberculous  menin- 
gitis ; 4 other  forms  of  tuberculosis  ; 10  jmeumonia  ; 1 organic  heart 
disease  ; 2 scarlet  fever  ; 8 diptlitheria  ; 1 nephritis  ; and  6 accidents. 

REVIEW  OF  ACTION  TAKEN  TO  PREVENT  THE  SPREAH  OF 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Scarlet  Fever., — The  number  of  cases  notified  amongst  children  of 
school  age  was  120.  There  was  no  excessive  prevalence  in  any  of  the 
schools;  those  with  the  largest  numbers  of  cases  were  : St.  Mary’s  14,  St. 
James’  12,  Salisbury  Road  Council  School,  Christ  Church,  and  St. 
Winefride’s  11  each,  and  Cray  Street  Council  School  0. 

Di phtheria . — Dui'ing  the  yeai'  dO  cases  of  diphtheiia  occurred  in 
(diildi'cn  of  school  age.  'The  schools  with  flic  laigesl  nnndic)'  wi'iai 
Ralliol  Council  and  Redford  Road,  with  6 cases  each. 

Men.sles. — During  tlu'  year  ddl  cases  of  measles  occurring  in  school 
children  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  School  Medical  Officer,  com- 
pared with  700  in  1016. 

It  was  necessary  to  close  four  Infants’  Departments,  viz.  : Jiinacre 
Council  School  from  March  I6th  until  .Vpril  16th  ; Balliol  Council 
School  from  May  24th  until  June  11th  ; St.  John’s  from  November  the 
8th  until  the  26th;  and  Salisbury  Road  Council  School  from  November 
26th  until  December  10th. 
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miiiiljfV  of  ehildi'en  ahsL-iif  liecaiisc  (j1  iiioasles  the  day  before 
the  closure  at  the  Jjiiiacre  Scliotil  was  .ai,  the  jjei’ceiitage  attendance 
hidng  (h).l.  'I'hei'e  were  do  absent  I'l'oni  tlie  iialliol  Council  School,  47 
fioui  St.  -John's,  and  4!)  fi'oin  Salishni'y  Uoad,  the  percentage  attend- 
ances being  OO.l,  Ob,  and  00.4.  In  continuation  of  the  information 
sni)plicd  last  yeai'  the  folloA^dng  table  shows  the'  effect  f)f  school  closui'c 
in  the  prevention  of  infection  : — > 


Infants'  Di-- 

pai'tm<‘-n(.  of 

(0 

Xo.  ol  cases 

iinmetliatrly 

before  closure. 

(2) 

Xo.  of  oasf-s 

infected  M 

il.sy.s  prior  to 

closuro. 

(3) 

Xo.  of  oasi-s 

infected  ilnring 

closiiri". 

(4) 

Xo.  of  cases 

infected 

14  days  after 

re-opening. 

tD 

Liuacre  Council  School 

r)3 

1 . 

3 ... 

...  10 

Ifalliol  Council  School 

...  17  .. 

0 

4 ... 

. . . 

St.  -lolin’s  School 

...  d7  .. 

3 . 

. . . 

. . . 

Sidisbui'}'  Uoad  Council 

School  40 

....  17  . 

p 

. . . 

The  date  of  infection  was  calculated  as  10  days  (12  for  incubation 
and  4 for  invasion),  prior  to  the  day  upon  which  the  rash  ajipeared. 
HeJice  those  in  the  third  column  developed  the  disease  during  the 
school  closiu'c ; those  in  the  fourth,  some  dni'ing  the  closni'e,  others 
after  the  re-opening;  those  in  the  fifth,  all  after  the  re-opening.  Eeview- 
ing  the  closui'es  in  the  light  of  after  events,  that  of  Salisbury  Eoad  was 
the  onlj'  one  in  which  it  is  ])robable  that  closure  ])revented  the  spread  of 
the  disease.  In  this  department  the  1-")  cases  who  were  infected  before 
the  closure,  developed  the  disease  at  a time  when  they  would  have  been 
in  school  had  it  been  open.  It  is  remarkable  that  only  0 children  were 
inf('Cted  whil(!  the  schools  were  (dosed,  evtui  though  the  children  play 
togetlier  in  their  homes  and  in  the  streets. 

W'liooiiiiKi-coiitili . — During  1017,  220  cases  in  school  children  were 
reported,  and  these,  together  with  100  contacts,  wei'c  exeduded.  In 
1010  there  W('re  101  cases  and  IH  contacts. 

— -During  the  yc'ar  180  cases  of  mumps  were  i‘e]iorted, 
compared  with  20  in  1010.  So  in  101.7.  and  208  in  lOld. 

('ll irl-t'ii jior. — 'riiere  occuri'cd  amongst  school  children  20d  cases  of 
(du(d<cnpox,  and  these,  togetlu'r  with  80  contiuds.  wcie  excluded,  com- 
[)arcd  with  77  cases  aiul  28  contacts  in  1010. 
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'I’lu'  follow  ing  lilblo  givt's  llif  si-liools  Iroiii  w liioli  cnses  Mini,  oon- 
liiL-ts  of  oases  of  iiieash'S  and  other  infeetions  diseases  were  excdnded. 


Measles 

Chickenpox 

Whooping 

Muni[)s 

Cough 

School 

C:ise.‘i 

Coil- 

'I'otal 

Cases 

Con- 

Totiil 

('uses 

Ci>n- 

Total 

Cases 

tacts 

tacts 

tacts 

Salisbury  Road  Council 

60 

17 

77 

73 

8 

81 

30 

13 

43 

103 

Hawthorne  Rd.  Council 

32 

19 

51 

3 

— 

8 

7 

— 

7 

30 

Linacre  Council 

80 

25 

105 

11 

3 

14 

23 

10 

33 

4 

Bedford  Road  Council 

43 

15 

58 

21 

2 

23 

17 

3 

20 

60 

Gray  Street 

51 

25 

76 

34 

1 

(35 

24 

7 

31 

14 

St.  .Janies’ 

59 

30 

89 

15 

1 

16 

23 

12 

85 

12 

St.  Mary’s 

24 

26 

50 

23 

2 

2.-) 

16 

16 

32 

27 

Christ  Church 

17 

1 1 

28 

9 

4 

13 

24 

6 

30 

14 

St.  John’s 

38 

21 

59 

17 

2 

19 

12 

10 

22 

29 

St.  Winefride’s 

48 

40 

88 

9 

3 

12 

27 

14 

41 

82 

St.  Janies’  Select 

2 

Orrell  Council... 

25 

6 

31 

34 

3 

37 

7 

3 

10 

3 

Balliol  Council 

74 

10 

84 

9 

4 

13 

2 

— 

2 

52 

St.  Alexander’s,  L’pool 

— 

6 

— 

G 

14 

15 

29 

22 

Various 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Totals 

551 

245 

796 

264 

33 

297 

226 

109 

335 

486 

No.  of  visits  & re  visits  929  29H  345  469 


The  total  nundjer  of  visits  and  re-visits  to  all  eases  of  minor  infee- 
tions diseases  was  *2,041,  eompared  with  1,475  in  1910. 

TOLLOWIXG-Ulh 

Ue-exaininations  took  plaee  in  eveJW  department  ; the  mmiber  re- 
examined in  sehool  and  at  the  Sehool  jMedicai.  Uttiees  was  4,725. 

irci/7.:  of  the  School  Nurscti. — During  the  year  5,070  visits  were  paid  hy 
the  two  nnrses  to  the  homes  of  ehildren  whose  names  ap[iear  on  the 
following-up  register.  Tn  May  an  assistant  was  a|)pointed  to  help  the 
Itoetor  when  in  the  sehools.  Site  has  attendeil  nj)on  her  dining  tin- 
rontine  examinations,  when  she  weighed  and  measured  the  ehildren, 
tested  the  vision,  and  made  herself  generally  nsid'nl.  It  is  hoped  that 
this  addition  to  the  staff  will  by  relieving  the  Sehool  Nnrses  of  I’ontine 
work  in  the  si4iools,  I’ender  the  following-np  id’  de.feetive  ehildien  more 
etfeetive  than  it  has  hitherto  been. 
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nOAin^  OF  E7')U(:ATL*.)X. -TAP.LE  IV. 


'ri!i:,\TMi:NT  (IK  DkI'I'X'TS  ok  DUlilNO  1917. 


Defect. 

No.  of  defects  foe 

which  Treatment 
was  considered 
necessary. 

No.  of  defects  for  which 

1 no  report  is  available. 

1 

No.  of  defects  treated. 

Kesults  of 
Treatment 

No.  of  defects 

not  treated. 

Percentage  of 
defects. 

1 Previous  Years. 

1 

New. 

si 

O 

Remedied. 

Improved. 

'a 

be 

a 

K 

P 

Treated. 

No  report.  ! 

33 

il 

«.> 

Clotliiiig 

25 

5 

30 



30 

3 

21 

26 



100 





Footwear  

!J 

— 

9 

— 

9 

— 

5 

4 

— 

100 

— 

— 

Cleaiiliiiesa  of  Head... 

2;i3 

152 

385 

— 

385 

51 

237 

97 

— 

100 

— 

— 

Cleanliness  of  Bodjv. 

44 

8 

52 

— 

52 

4 

41 

7 

— 

100 

— 

— 

Nutrition  

720 

81 

801 

14 

787 

145 

330 

312 

— 

— 

— . 

— 

Nose  and  Throat 

1149 

781 

1 930 

32 

1 655 

332 

67(1 

652 

243 

85  6 

16 

12-5 

External  Eye  Disease 

135 

266 

401 

2 

399 

101 

210 

88 

— 

99-5 

0 5 

— 

Ear  Disease 

101 

80 

181 

3 

178 

8 

61 

109 

— 

98-3 

1-6 

— 

Teeth  

323 

266 

589 

12 

399 

293 

46 

60 

178 

67-7 

30  0 

2-0 

Heart  and  Circulation 

275 

259 

534 

4 

530 

94 

203 

233 

— 

99  0 

0-7 

— 

Lungs 

452 

750 

1202 

20 

1182 

265 

490 

427 

— 

98-3 

16 

— 

Nervous  System  .... 

41 

104 

145 

3 

142 

8 

59 

75 

— 

97-7 

2 0 

— 

Skin 

134 

547 

681 

1 

680 

557 

95 

28 

— 

99-8 

0 1 

— 

Rickets 

19 

8 

27 

— 

27 

3 

5 

19 

— 

100 

— 



Deformities 

14 

72 

86 

— 

86 

— 

15 

71 

— 

100 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis — 

non-pulmonary 

32 

39 

71 

1 

70 

1 

28 

41 

— 

98 '5 

1-4 

— 

Speech  

55 

34 

89 

1 

88 

6 

23 

59 

— 

98  8 

11 

— 

Mental  Condition 

44 

22 

66 

— 

6B 

3 

14 

49 

— 

100 

— 

— 

Vision  and  Sijuint... 

165 

bol 

766 

13 

667 

429 

210 

28 

86 

87 

]'6 

11-2 

Hearing 

48 

22 

70 

— 

70 

14 

11 

45 

_ 

100 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous 

170 

422 

592 

12 

580 

211 

121 

248 

— 

97  9 

2 0 

— 

Totals 

4188 

4519 

8707 

118 

8082 

2529 

2895 

2658 

507 

Percentages 

1-3 

92  8 

29  0 

33*2 

,30-5 

5'8 

92-8 

1-3 

5-8 

The  total  number  ol  detects  tor  wdiieh  treatment  was  required  was 


8,707,  compared  with  7,140  in  1010,  .3,100  in-  1015,  4,145  in  1914,  4,008 
ill  1018,  and  8,254  in  1012.  The  percentage  cured  or  remedied  was  29.0, 
compared  with  88.8  in  1910,  88.4  in  1915,  88.9  in  1914,  82.7  in  1913, 
and  29.8  in  1912,  wliile  the  percentage  of  the  total  w ho  had  secured 
some  treatment  was  92.8,  comiuired  witli  90.0,  98.1,  93.1,  83.3,  and 
85.8  respect i\ely.  \\4ien  a defect  is  " remedied  ’’  the  following-up 
card  is  removed  and  the  child  may  be  lost  sight  of : the  tendency  now 
is  to  retain  the  cards  for  longer  periods  in  order  to  ensure  that  the 
child  will  lie  seen  at  tlie  next  re-examination  in  the  school,  and  as  a 
conse([uenci'  the  percentage  <d'  defects  described  as  " rcmedictl  ” is 
falling. 

In  this  table  “ new  ” defects  include  all  those  for  which  a new 
following-np  card  was  written  during  the  year. 

The  children  wdth  carious  teeth  are  those  discovered  at  the  medical 
and  not  at  the  dental  inspections. 
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The  21:3  untreati'd  cases  in  llic  groui)  "Nose  and  Tliroat ''  consisl 
aliiKjst  entirely  nl'  niontlidjivat hers  where  l)reathing'  e.xeieises  are  n(;l 
l)eing  |)ei'toinied  as  I't'eoinniended.  Of  (lie  8()  eases  of  defeetive  vision, 
01  only  are  still  at  school,  and  if  they  will  attend  they  will  he  treated  at 
the  Ophthahnie  Clinic  ea.rly  in  H)18,  hut  several  have  already  missed 
appointments  though  treatment  has  not  detiinlely  been  refused. 

The  118  defects  under  the  heading  “ Xo  report  ” occurred  in  chil- 
di'eii  who  were  absent  at  the  time  of  re-examination,  and  the  school 
nurses  eoidd  not  get  into  touch  with  them  l)eeause  c)f  their  change  of 
adtlress  oi’  other  reason  : it  was  later  discovered  that  22  of  them  had 
left  school,  'file  figures  in  the  table  iiudude  children  who  have  left 
school  during  the  year,  and  in  that  period  !!()()  cards  relating  to  defects 
in  children  who  lane  left  school  were  remo\'ed.  hlighf  hundred  and 
nineteen  defects  had  been  trcaited,  I 1 were  cured  or  remedied,  -lib 
impi-oved,  and  380  unchanged. 

Kifty-Hve  ehihh'en  who  live  in  Bootle  and  attend  a Liverpool  School 
wei'c  refei'i'ed  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  of  Liverpool  and  followed 
np  by  youi'  School  XTnses.  Of  the  children  who  attend  Bootle  Schools 
and  reside  outside  the  district.  To,  including  22  cases  of  mumps  and  2 
of  measles,  were  referred  to  the  .School  Medical  Officer  of  Liverpool,  7 
to  the  School  Medical  Office)’  of  Lancashire,  and  3 to  the  School  Medical 
Officer  of  Wiiterloo. 


Minor  Ailments  Clinic. — The  table  gives  [(articidars  of  the  cases 
deidt  with  in  1917. 


Xo.  of 

eliilclreii. 

No.  ol 

iilteiiduncfs. 

Transferred 
j to  X-Bay 

1 Clinic. 

Cured. 

Improved 

and  still 

attending. 

Iiingworm  of  body 

...  2.3  . . 

105  ... 

— • ... 

25  . . . 

— 

riingworm  of  scalj) 

...  57  ,. 

2,018  ... 

4 ... 

41  ... 

12 

linpidigo  of  head 

...  52  .. 

412  . . 

— . . . 

51 

1 

Impetigo  of  face  ... 

...  77 

694  ... 

— ■ ... 

77  ... 

— 

Eczema  . . 

20  . 

113  ... 

— 

20  ... 

— 

Septic  toe  or  linger 

. 48  . . 

357  . . 

— ' ... 

47  ... 

1 

Otorrhoea 

...  82  . 

2,192  ... 

— 

28  . . 

54 

Conjunctivitis 

. 10 

108  . . 

— ■ 

.16 

— 

Blepharitis 

...  12 

70  ... 

— 

11 

— 

Various 

. . . 59  . 

551  ... 

— ... 

52  . . 

8 

Totals 

...  448 

0,080  ... 

4 ...1 

368  . . . ) 

76 

Tluring  1910,  388  cliildi’cn  miide  .7,149  attendances. 
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lUiiul  iir  J'arHiill  11  liliud  Children. — 'I'Jiei'c  ai'c  lunv  Jd  paitially 
blind  eliildi'i'ii  wlio  attaiul  an  ordinai’y  selujol,  thnugli  they  are  sutt'ering 
I'roin  propi'essi ve  niyojjia,  and  theii-  siplit  will  become  much  worse  and 
may  fail  altogether  unless  they  are  educated  suitably.  Ten  blind  chil- 
dren are  at  \^hl\■ertree  School  f(;r  the  Blind,  Jjiverpool,  '2  at  Brunswick 
Itoad  School  foi’  the  Iflind,  Liverpoo,  and  anotliei'  at  the  School  for  the 
Blind,  Fulwood,  Preston. 


(Jiic  child  awaiting  admission  at  the  end  of  ibl7  has  since  then  gone 
into  residence.  'I'hree  blind  childriui  undei’  the  age  of  seven  years  will 
be  admitted  to  a Special  School  tor  the  Blind  in  due  course. 


Particulars  have  been  obtained  of  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
seven  children  wdio  left  Blind  Schools  during  the  years  1912-17  : the 
family  of  one  ha\'e  gone  to  Wales  and  cannot  be  traced,  5 are  employed 
in  Workshops  tor  the  Blind,  and  one,  a partially-sighted  boy,  after  work- 
ing on  his  own  account  as  a window  cleaner,  went  to  sea  as  a ship’s 
steward,  and  has  for  the  past  few  weeks  been  in  a Labour  Battalion  in 
the  Army. 


JJeal  and  Dumb  Children — Three  childien  are  at  Oxford  Street  Deaf 
and  Dumb  School,  Liverpool,,  2 are  at  St.  John’s  Deaf  and  Dumb 
School,  Boston  Spa,  and  2 at  the  lloinan  Catholic  Deaf  and  Dumb 
School,  Li\’erpool.  d’wo  deaf  children  do  not  attend  school  : one  is  only 
six  years  of  age,  and  the  other,  aged  eight,  is  being  taught  at  home, 
but  the  tc;iching  is  unsatisfactory;  the  parents  were  unwilling  to  allow 
her  to  go  to  a residential  school,  but  persuasion  is  now  having  some 
effect. 


Pive  children  left  Deaf  and  Dumb  Schools  during  1912-17  : all  show’ 
a prospect  of  being  self-supporting:  2 are  apprenticed  to  joiners,  1 is  an 
assistant  store-keeper,  another  has  a successful  shoemaker’s  shop,  and 
the  iifth  is  employed  by  a leather  merchant. 


rh jiHirall ji  Deicciivv . — Five  cases  of  uon-[)ulmonary  tuherculosis 
have  been  scud  by  tbe  Local  Sanitary  Authority  to  the  Loasowe  Sana- 
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toi'ium,  \^■llel■c  tlicre  is  n ooitified  spi'ciiil  seliof)!.  Tlitec  are  cases  of 
tuberculous  liip,  1 of  tubei'culous  glands,  and  1 of  tul)erculous  spine. 


ncinrdinJ  Exercises. — Miss  E.  McColl,  of  the  Liverpool  School  of 
Massage,  has  been  appointed  on  the  staff  for  the  ])urpose  of  conducting 
classes  foi‘  remedial  exercises  on  three  sessions  each  week.  The  chil- 
dren ti'eated  will  be  mouth-bi’eathers,  cases  of  deficient  expansion  of 
the  chest,  of  scoliosis,  and  other  deformities.  She  also  hopes  to  be  able 
to  give  time  to  cases  requiring  massage,  e.r/.,  infantile  paralysis.  This 
appointment  supplies  a long-felt  want.  She  will  take  it  up  early  in  1018. 

Open  Air  E.rerciscs. — Playgrotind  classes  are  held  during  the 
summer  months  in  most  of  the  schools,  to'  the  great  advantage  of  the 
children  concerned.  It  is  desirable  that  even  more  attention  should  l)e 
paid  to  this  matter.  Future  arrangements  might  with  advantage  be  dis- 
cussed with  the  Head  Teachers. 


Feeding  of  School  Children. — Free  meals  were  given  in  the  schools 
during  the  last  three  months  of  lOlfi  and  the  first  three  months  of 
1017.  No  definite  deductions  as  to  the  effect  on  the  phx'sical  condition 
of  the  children  can  be  drawn,  as  most  of  the  records  were  not  very  satis- 
factorily kept.  Also  in  very  few  cases  were  the  breakfasts  necessary 
throughout  the  period,  many  of  the  children  receiving  them  for  a week 
or  two  and  then  dropping  out.  Practically  all  the  children  were  chosen 
on  a strictly  financial  basis,  and  it  is  curious  that  their  nutrition  compares 
not  unfavourahly  with  that  of  children  fed  at  home  ; in  nearly  every  case 
weight  was  gained  whih*  the.  breakfasts  were  being  received,  and  from 
the  improvement  in  tile  reiupients  it  seems  deal'  that  the  meals  pro- 
vided were  adequate  and  nourishing. 


So  few  breakfasts  wore  estimated  by  the  teachers  to  be  necessary 
during  the  winter  1017-18  that  the  Canteen  Committee  did  not  consider 
it  justifiable  to  bring  into  operation  the  somewhat  expensive  machinery 
for  preparation  and  distribution  of  the  meals,  essential  in  previous 
j^ears  when  much  larger  numbers  had  to  he  catered  for.  Arrangements 
were,  therefore  made  for  the  children  to  I’eceive  meals  at  eating-houses 
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ill  the  iieiglibourliood  of  the  schools  attended  by  most  of  the  children. 
\Miile  the  food  is  satisfactory,  no  provision  whatsoever  is  made  for 
making  the  meals  of  educational  value. 

Daij  Nursery. — Owing  to  the  great  difficulty  experienced  in  finding 
a house  suitable  for  the  purpose  in  a convenient  neighbourhood,  this 
scheme  has  not  yet  reached  fruition,  and  the  matter  is  at  present  in 
abeyance.  The  need  for  a Day  Nursery  still  exists,  but  owing  to  the 
smaller  number  of  women  now  engaged  locally  on  Government  work,  it 
is  not  quite  so  acute. 


STAFF. 


School  Medical  Officer  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health — 

\V.  ALLEN  DALEY,  M.D.,  B.Sc.  (Loud.);  B.A.  (K.U.I.);  D.P.H.  (C.intal).). 

Medical  Inspector  of  Scholars — 

MAXWELL  TAYLOE,  M.A.,  M.B.,  D.P.H.  (Aberdeen)  (now  on  Aclive  Service). 

Acting  .Assistant  School  Medical  Officer — 

Miss  K.  COWE,  M.B.,,  Cli.B.  (Liverpool). 

School  Nurses — 

Miss  W'.  NICHOLLS.  Miss  A.  HUGHES. 

Clerical  Staff — 

Miss  WILSON,  Miss  O'CONNOR. 

Part-time  Officers — 

Ophthalmic  Sn rgeon  —\l.  E.  HARCOUET,  M.D.,  E.R.C.S. 

Throat  Surgeon— A.  E.  McDOUGALL,  M.R.C.S. 

School  Dentist— C.  McNABB,  L.D.S. 
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